
PROVERBS 
 
1. A leopard cannot change its spots. 
2. Haste makes waste 
3. A poor workman blames his tools. 
4. Absence makes the heart grow fonder 
5. A closed mouth catches no flies. 
6. You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours.  
7. Money makes the world go around. 
8. A friend to all is a friend to none. 
9. Keeping up with the Joneses. 
10. When in Rome, do as the Romans do. 
11. A rolling stone gathers no moss 
12. Carry your own cross 
13. A calm sea does not make a skilled sailor. 
14. You Can't Judge A Book By Its Cover  
15. Sticks and stones can break my bones but words will never hurt me. 
16. A burnt child dreads the fire. 
17. A friend in need is a friend indeed. 
18. All's well that ends well. 
19. An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 
20. An empty vessel makes the most noise. 
21. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 
22. Better late than never. 
23. Clothes don't make the man. 
24. Cut your coat according to your cloth. 
25. Don't count your chickens before they're hatched. 
26. Don't cry over spilt milk. 
27. First things first. 
28. Handsome is as handsome does. 
29. His bark is worse than his bite. 
30. It's better to give than to receive. 
31. It's no use crying over spilt milk. 
32. Make hay while the sun shines. 
33. No pain, no gain. 
34. Out of sight... Out of mind 
35. Practice makes perfect. 
36. The proof of the pudding is in the eating. 
37. Too many cooks spoil the broth. 
38. To kill two birds with one stone. 
39. What you sow is what you reap. 
40. You can't make an omelette without breaking eggs. 

 
idioms 

 
41. to go beetroot 
42. to not be right in the head 
43. to be as clear as mud 
44. to go out like a light 
45. to be two of a kind 
46. to crack a smile 



47. to know sb through and through 
48. to get sb's drift 
49. to rattle sb's cage  
50. straight from the shoulder  
51. to be all ears 
52. to be a piece of cake 
53. to bark up the wrong tree 
54. bookworm 
55. to have cold feet 
56. to drive someone up the wall 
57. be down in the dumps 
58. to feel like a fish out of water 
59. to give someone a hand 
60. to hit the sack 
61. to hold one's horses 
62. to make ends meet 
63. to keep an eye on someone/something  
64. to feel / look like a million dollars 
65. once in a blue moon 
66. out of the blue  
67. to pull someone's leg  
68. to read between the lines 
69. to speak of the devil 
70. be tongue-tied 
71. be up in the air 
72. between the devil and the deep blue sea 
73. out of the frying pan and into the fire 
74. be in the same boat 
75. be full of beans 
76. cool as a cucumber 
77. in a pickle 
78. to catch someone red-handed 
79. white as a sheet 
80. to see red 
81. be on cloud nine 
82. be in two minds 
83. never in a million years 
84. like a headless chicken 
85. a dog's breakfast 
86. fly in the ointment 
87. to have goose pimples 
88. to smell a rat 
89. to let sleeping dogs lie 
90. to go to the dogs 

You must download this list from http://ad-astra.ownlog.com/, 
published on 15 December. If you have problems downloading the 
file and printing it, ask your teacher for advice. 

The test is around the 15 of January. Make sure you 
know the meaning of the proverbs and idioms and learn them by 
heart.  


